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Among	 the	 sites	and	sources	of	wonder	are	human	crea3vity	and	
its	 products.	 In	 this	 paper	 two	 apparently	 conflic3ng	 theories	 of	
crea3vity	 are	 discussed,	 the	 theory	 that	 it	 is	 due	 to	 divine	
inspira3on,	 and	 the	 con3nuity	 theory	 of	 Margaret	 Boden,	 which	
r e p r e s e n t s	 i t	 a s	 o n e	 e n d	 o f	 a	 c o n 3 n u u m	 o f	
ordinary	 human	 facul3es	 such	 as	 imagina3on,	 intelligence	 and	
insight.	 Exis3ng	 theories	 give	 too	 li@le	weight	 to	 two	 factors	 that	
help	explain	crea3vity	(whether	in	science	or	in	the	arts):	belonging	
to	a	 tradi3on,	and	belonging	 to	a	 community.	While	adding	 these	
factors	 strengthens	 the	 con3nuity	 approach,	 it	 is	 argued	 (with	
Aus3n	Farrer)	that	the	inspira3on	theory,	interpreted	as	turning	not	
on	 external	 influence	 but	 on	 the	 ac3vity	 of	 the	 creator	 within	
us,	importantly	supplements	it.	
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