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STEPHEN HOUGH
Mercy and Music:
A Lecture-Recital
Music is a key element of the cultures which 
form us. How can the musical arts represent 
mercy? Can they discourage or encourage its 
practice? The VHI series of events for 2015-16 
will culminate with a lecture-recital which will 
tease out the links between music and mercy, 
and include a performance of Stephen Hough’s 
own composition, Sonata III (Trinitas).

Stephen Hough CBE is a classical 
pianist, composer and writer. In 2001 

he was the first classical performing 
artist to win a MacArthur Foundation 

Fellowship. He was awarded 
Northwestern University’s 2008 Jean 
Gimbel Lane Prize in Piano, and the 

Royal Philharmonic Society 
Instrumentalist Award in 2010. He has 

appeared with most of the major 
orchestras and plays recitals regularly 
in major halls and concert series around the world, including 

frequent appearances at the BBC Proms. He writes for The 
Guardian, The Times, The Daily Telegraph, The Tablet, and 

BBC Music Magazine, and his book, The Bible as Prayer, was 
published by Continuum and Paulist Press in 2007.www.vhi.st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk
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