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Zeina Barakat is a Jerusalem-born Palestinian. She obtained a Bachelor’s degree from
Bethlehem University (2005) and went on to do a Master’s degree in Regional Studies at Al-Quds
University (2006). In 2016 she was awarded her doctorate degree from the Friedrich Schiller
University of Jena, Germany, where she is currently a postdoctoral fellow. She is the Palestinian
coordinator for the Trilateral Project ‘Heart of flesh not Stone’. Zeina is author of Sexual
Harassment, one of the few books in Arabic dealing with this taboo topic in Arab society. She is
co-author of Holocaust: Human Agony: Is there a Way out of Violence (2012), which is a case study
dealing with a personal transformation from extremism to moderation. She taught at the
University of al-Quds University in Jerusalem, al-Istiglal University in Jericho, and Friedrich Schiller
University in Jena.

Matthias Bauer is Professor for film- and media-sciences at Europa-University Flensburg.
He is the coordinator of the university course ‘Kultur-Sprache-Medien’ at EUF. He completed his
studies in German, journalism, and history at Johannes Gutenberg-University Mainz. He obtained
his doctorate degree in 1992, and his habilitation in 2002 with a thesis titled Schwerkraft und
Leichtsinn creative Zeichenhandlungen im intermedidren Feld von Wissenschaft und Literatur.

Amjad Abu EI-Ezz is Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Economics and Administrative
Sciences of An-Najah National University, Nablus. He worked at the embassy of the United Arab
Emirates in London focusing especially on UK and EU foreign policies towards the MENA region
and the Gulf. He is currently a visiting lecturer at Richmond University. Amjad is a trained
journalist, he has spent 15 years of his career working in the Gulf and the Middle East, and five
years as a Business Reporter for Emirates Business 24/7 and Al Khaleej Newspapers in Dubai. He
holds a PhD from Durham University in Government and International Affairs.

Gerd Hankel is a Fellow of the Hamburger Institut fiir Sozialforschung. He is an expert of
giurisprudence and language science. From 1998-2015 he was a Research Fellow at the Hamburg
Foundation for the Advancement of Research and Culture (Hamburger Stiftung zur Férderung von



Wissenschaft und Kultur). He is chairman of the non-profit organisation /nitiative Kongo e.V., and
since 2002 he is researching the genocide in Rwanda.

Wietske de Jong-Kunru is a Junior Professor OF Protestant Theology at Europa-University
Flensburg since 2016. Her research focuses on Theology of Religions and Interreligious Learning
and she studied Protestant Theology in Kampen, Netherlands, and in Berlin, Germany, as an
Erasmus-Student. Wietske completed her PhD thesis on post-colonial Feminist Theology and
graduated at the Protestant Theologische Universitaet Amsterdam, Netherlands. From 2014 to
2015 she was research assistant at the chair for Religion and Mission Studies at Johannes
Gutenberg University in Mainz.

Philip McCosker is the Director of the Von Hiigel Institute for critical catholic inquiry (VHI),
Fellow and Vice-Master Elect of St Edmund’s College, and Affiliated Lecturer at the Faculty of
Divinity, University of Cambridge. Philip took a first in Theology at Oxford University. After working
as alay-chaplain at the University of Rouen in France he was awarded a MTS in Systematic
Theology from Harvard Divinity School. He went on to do his PhD thesis on models of
paradoxicality in mystical christologies at the Faculty of Divinity in Cambridge under Denys Turner,
completing much of the research while a Visiting Assistant in Research at the Department of
Religious Studies at Yale University. Until 2012 he was Deputy Master of St Benet's Hall, Oxford.
He is the Editor of the international reviews journal Reviews in Religion and Theology (Wiley-
Blackwell). He edited What is it that the Scripture Says? Essays in Biblical Interpretation,
Translation, and Reception in Honour of Henry Wansbrough OSB (T&T Clark, 2006); co-edited (with
Denys Turner) The Cambridge Companion to the Summa Theologiae (Cambridge University Press,
2016), and he iscurrently completing Christ the Paradox: Expanding Ressourcement
Theology (Cambridge University Press, forthcoming).

Thies Miinchow is a Postdoctoral Research Associate at Europa-Universitdat Flensburg
since September 2017, where he studied protestant theology and music from 2008 to 2012. From
2013 to 2014 he worked as a scientific assistant at the Institut fiir Evangelische Theologie at the
Christian-Albrechts-Universitat Kiel (CAU). Thies wrote his doctoral thesis on the subject of
theological hermeneutics. He has published articles on philosophy of religion and contemporary
phenomena of popular culture and writes for Settimana News. His current research interests are
contemporary and historical theology, philosophy (of religion), hermeneutics, literature, and
modern media.

Maria Palme is a research assistant at the Jena Center for Reconciliation Studies (JCRS),
Faculty of Systematic Theology and Ethics, Jena University. Since 2013 she is a PhD Student at
Europa-University Flensburg, with a thesis on ‘Moral Principles when dealing with the Past of
Authoritarian Regimes - A Comparative Analysis of German Parliament's Enquete Commission
(1992-1994) and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Korea 'TRCK' (2005-2010)’. From
2013-2014 she was project coordinator of the International Summer School Series ‘Societies in



Transition. Asia and Australia between Conflict and Reconciliation’, and ‘Former Soviet Union
between Conflict and Reconciliation’, in cooperation with Herder Institute for Historical Research
on East Central Europe, Marburg University. From 2013 to 2015 she was co-editor of the book
series ‘Research in Peace and Reconciliation’. Maria’s research areas are reconciliation policy,
conflict transformation, transitional justice, restorative justice, and political philosophy.

lulia Patrut is Professor for German Literary Studies at Europa-University Flensburg since
2015. She studied Anglistics and German Studies at University Bukarest, and Cultural Studies at
University Lineburg. She was a research assistant at University Trier and Professor of Neuere
Deutsche Literaturwissenschaft/ Literaturdidaktik at University Paderborn. Her main research
interests are German literature from 18™" to 21t Century, intercultural German Studies and
Postcolonial Studies, and Theory of Literature and Cultural Studies.

Elizabeth Phillips works at Westcott House, an Anglican theological college affiliated with
the University of Cambridge, where she has taught since 2009. Her areas of expertise are Christian
Theological Ethics and Political Theology. She obtained her doctorate in Divinity from the
University of Cambridge in 2008 with her thesis ‘Apocalyptic Theopolitics: Dispensationalism,
Israel Palestine and Ecclesial Enactments of Eschatology. A theological ethnography of an
American Christian Zionist congregation’. Elizabeth serves on the steering committee of the
Society for the Study of Christian Ethics and as co-chair of the Scriptural/Contextual Ethics
Consultation of the American Academy of Religion. Publications include Political Theology: A
Guide for the Perplexed (Continuum, 2012), and (co-edited with Craig Hovey) Cambridge
Companion to Christian Political Theology. Her research and teaching interests include the
relationship between eschatology, ecclesiology and politics, and the ethics of war, peace and
peacemaking.

Stephen Plant is Dean and Runcie Fellow at Trinity Hall, and Lecturer of Christian theology
and ethics at the Faculty of Divinity, University of Cambridge. He has written and edited several
books including Bonhoeffer (Continuum, 2004), The SPCK Introduction to Simone Weil (SPCK,
2007), Letters to London (SPCK, 2013), Taking Stock of Bonhoeffer (Ashgate, 2014). Between 2007
and 2013 he edited the journal Theology (SPCK/SAGE). His current research interests includes
theology and international development, on which he is writing a book for Bloomsbury Press, and
the theology and life of Karl Barth.

Maria Power is a graduate of Royal Holloway, University of London. She is a lecturer in
religion and peacebuilding at the University of Liverpool where her work focuses on the role that
religions can play in ameliorating violence and ethnic conflict. Her latest monograph Seeking the
Peaceable Kingdom: Cardinal Cahal Daly and the Pursuit of Justice in Northern Ireland will
be published in 2019. She is currently working on a study of the Catholic Church and Nonviolence
which is under review by Bloomsbury Press. Maria has expertise in intra and inter-faith dialogue,
the role of ethics in the work and business environment, and peacebuilding practices. She has



published and lectured widely on these topics both nationally and internationally. She has most
recently published on peacebuilding in the Journal of Social Encounters and the Journal of
Contemporary Religion. In 2017, along with Prof Chris Baker, Goldsmiths, University of London,
she founded Power and Baker Consultants Ltd to help organisations improve their practices
around diversity and inclusion.

Ashraf Suliman is the South African Ambassador to Palestine. He is a graduate of the
International Relations and Diplomacy at Clingendael in The Hague. While at the South African
Foreign Service Institute he received the Merit Award. Mr Suliman also attended the Diplomatic
Programme for Senior South African Diplomats with the Indian Foreign Service New Delhi; he has
held posts as the Counsellor for Political Affairs at the South African Embassy in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, and he was the former Director of the Department of Foreign Affairs General, North Africa.
He has played a central role in the co-ordination of Binational Commissions with North African
countries. He also assisted and co-ordinated visits of South African Ministers abroad as well as
foreign Ministers to South Africa. In September 2002 he accompanied the Minister of Foreign
Affairs to Libya on the Lockerbie Issue. He is a member of the Interdepartmental Working Group
on the World Cup Bid 2010.

Colin H. Williams was Research Professor in Sociolinguistics, now an Honorary Professor,
in the School of Welsh, Cardiff University. He is a Visiting Fellow of St Edmund's College, and a
Senior Research Associate at the Von Hugel Institute for critical catholic inquiry (VHI), University
of Cambridge. His main scholarly interests are sociolinguistics and language policy in multicultural
societies, ethnic and minority relations, and political geography. He was previously Fulbright
scholar in residence and a visiting professor of the department of geography at Pennsylvania State
University (1982-83), SSRC/SHFR exchange scholar (1982) and Swedish institute scholar (1988) at
the Centre for the Study of International Conflicts, Department of History, University of Lund, and
Adjunct Professor of Geography, University of Western Ontario (1994-present). In 2002 he was a
Visiting Fellow of Mansfield College and Jesus College, Oxford University and a Visiting Fellow of
Mansfield College again in 2010. In 2009 he was a Visiting Professor at the Department of Political
Science, the University of Ottawa in connection with the SSHRC sponsored ARUC project on
francophone rights in Canada. He has advised government agencies in Europe and North America
on minority issues and currently advises the Welsh Government on its Official Language Strategies.

Heidemarie Winkel completed her studies in sociology and economics at the University of
Trier, Germany, and received her Diplom in Sociology in 1993 and her PhD in 2001 at the University
of Trier; in 2010, she completed her Habilitation at the University of Potsdam. She was research
fellow in sociological theory and gender sociology at the University of Trier (1993-1994), the
Technical University of Berlin (1995-2001) and the University of Mainz (2001-2002); and assistant
professor at the University of Erfurt (2002-2005 & 2007-2009) and the University of Potsdam
(2009- 2011). Since 2011, she is an associated lecturer at the University of Potsdam. From 2005 to
2007 she completed a research project in the Middle East (funded by the German Research
Foundation). She is a board member in two research sections of the German Sociological
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Association (Women’s and Gender Studies and Sociology of Religion); she is also the chair of the
Research Network Sociology of Religion in the European Sociological Association (ESA) and
member of the advisory board of GENDER: Zeitschrift fiir Geschlecht, Kultur und Gesellschaft. From
summer 2013 until summer 2014, she was Professor of macro-sociology at the Technical
University of Dresden. Since July 2015 Heidemarie Winkel is professor at the University of
Bielefeld.

Ralf Karolus Wiistenberg is Professor for Systematic and Historic Theology at Europa-
University Flensburg and a Senior Research Associate at the Von Higel Institute for critical catholic
inquiry (VHI), Cambridge. His research interests cover the fields of international Bonhoeffer
research with focus on secularism and ‘religionless Christianity’, political ethics research on
reconciliation and transitional justice in South Africa and German; interreligious research on
Muslim-Christian Relations with a particular focus on doctrinal questions of grace, faith and
salvation. His key publications include: Islam as Dedication. A journey into the interior of another
religion (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, forthcoming 2018); Verstdndigung und Verséhnung.
Beitréige von Kirche, Religion und Politik 70 Jahre nach Kriegsende (Leipzig, 2017); A spoke in the
Wheel. The political in the Theology of Dietrich Bonhoeffer (Gitersloh, 2013); The Political
Dimension of Reconciliation in South-Africa and Germany (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2009);
Bonhoeffer and Beyond: Promoting a Dialogue between Religion and Politics (International
Bonhoeffer Interpretations 2, Frankfurt: Peter Lang, 2008).



