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INTERDISCIPLINARY WORKSHOP ON  

CLERICALISM AND SEXUALITY 

18-20 SEPTEMBER 2019 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 

 

1 pm   Lunch (Garden Room, St Edmund’s College) 

2.00 – 2:10 pm  Welcome  

Philip McCosker 

SESSION I   THE TEMPTATIONS OF CLERICALISM: THEOLOGY AND SPIRITUALITY 

   Chaired by M. Shawn Copeland  

2:10- 2.50 pm  Summary of papers (10 minutes each) 

 Luigi Gioia ‘The Priest as a “Another Christ” (alter Christus): the 

Spiritual and Theological Roots of Clericalism’ 

 James Alison ‘Clericalism and the Violent Sacred: Might Girard’s 

Heuristic Offer us some Insight?’ 

 Brian Flanagan ‘Clericalism in a Holy and Sinful Church’ 

 Thibaut Joubert and Bertrand Dumas: ‘The Congress on “The 

Temptation of Clericalism” (Strasbourg, April 2019): Objectives, 

Appraisal, Future Prospects’ 

2:50 – 3.30 pm  Responses to the papers (20 minutes each) 

 Gemma Simmonds CJ 

 Janet Soskice  

3:30 – 4 pm  Break 

4 – 4.45 pm  Work in Small Groups 

4.45 – 6 pm  Discussion  

7:30 pm  Drinks (Garden Room) 

8 pm    Dinner (Dining Hall)



 
  

 

THURSDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 
 

8 am   Optional: Mass (St Edmund’s College Chapel) 

 

9 – 9.30 am  Frédéric Martel In the Closet of the Vatican: Book Presentation and Discussion 

   Chaired by Anna Abram 

 

9:30 – 10 am  Responses to Frédéric Martel 

 

 Austin Ivereigh 

 Brian Flanagan 

 

10:00 – 10.30 am Discussion 

 

10.30 – 11.00  Break 

 

SESSION II THE REALITIES OF CLERICALISM: PSYCHOLOGICAL AND 

SOCIOLOGICAL ASPECTS 
 

   Chaired by Philip McCosker 

 

11 – 11.20   Summary of the papers (10 minutes each) 

 

 Thomas Plante ‘How Clericalism Contributes to Sexual Problems 

among Catholic Priests’ 

 Maya Mayblin ‘When the Mask Comes Off: Sex, Love, and Secrecy 

among Brazilian Catholic Priests’ 

11.20 – 11:40  Response to the papers (20 minutes each) 

 Brendan Callaghan SJ 

 

11:40 – 12:30  Discussion 

 

1 pm    Lunch 

 

 

SESSION III  SEXUALITY AND CLERICALISM:  

FORMATION, MATURATION AND BOUNDARIES  

    

Chaired by Philippe Bordeyne 

 

2.15 – 2:50 pm  Summary of the papers (10 minutes each) 

 Sr Katarina Schuth ‘Seminary Formation:  Addressing Clericalism 

and Sexuality in Human, Spiritual, Intellectual, and Pastoral Areas’ 

 Catherine Osborne ‘Sexuality and Spaces of Power’ 

 Anna Abram ‘Ecclesial Professional Ethics as a Tool for Examining 

Interpersonal Boundaries, Professional Power Structures and 

Different Ways of Relating to Each Other within the Church’ 



 
  

 

2:50 – 3.30 pm  Responses to the papers (20 minutes each) 

 Susie Hayward 

 Jack Valero 

3:30 – 4:30 pm  Discussion 

4.30 – 7 pm  Free Time  

5 – 7 pm Optional Walking Tour of Cambridge with Alban McCoy OFM Conv: 

Meet at St Edmund’s Reception  

7 pm Drinks at The Punter (3 Pound Hill, Cambridge CB3 0AE): meet at St 

Edmund’s Reception to walk together, or meet at the pub 

7.30 pm  Dinner at the Punter 

 

 

FRIDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 

8 am   Optional: Mass (St Edmund’s College Chapel) 

 

SESSION IV  DYNAMICS OF DESIRE: CLERICALISM AND GENDER 

   Chaired by Austin Ivereigh 

9.30 – 10 am  Summary of the papers (10 minutes each) 

 Gerard Loughlin: ‘No Father: Edelman, Queer Parenting and the 

Realised Child’ 

 Yannik Theim: ‘Exurgete Omnes Gentes: Clericalism, Sex Panics, 

and Long Histories of Gender Violence’  

 Sean Larsen: ‘“An Even More Wary Continence”: Thinking with 

Baldwin and Augustine on Clericalism, Desire, and Detachment’ 

10 – 10.40 am  Responses to the papers (20 minutes each) 

 Travis LaCouter 

 James Alison 

10:40 – 11.10  Break 

11.10 – 12:30   Concluding Reflections and Final Discussion 

 M. Shawn Copeland 

 Philippe Bordeyne 

 Austin Ivereigh 

 

1 pm   Lunch and Departures 

 


